
  
 

Lausanne, 3rd April 2020

 

 

TO:  ALL FINA MEMBER FEDERATIONS 

 

Dear Friends, 

Firstly, on behalf of the entire FINA Family, I hope this message finds you and those close 
to you safe and well. 
 
Since the beginning of the year, the world has been experiencing one of its most 
challenging times in many decades. The coronavirus pandemic, also known as COVID-19, 
is primarily a massive health problem, which has resulted in an unprecedented disruption 
of social and economic life globally. Our first thoughts must be with all those affected by the 
virus, and also with all those who are working all-day, trying to halt the frightening spread of 
the pandemic and help the sick. 
 
In a situation of worldwide distress, our activities have also been heavily impacted by the 
effects of the pandemic. 2020 is a special year – a year that is repeated every four years, 
with the celebration of the Olympic Games. This summer, the rendezvous was to be in 
Tokyo, Japan, and our stars were trying to make their Olympic dream a reality, by training 
hard in order to shine in the milestone of their lives. Their motivation is admirable, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought a serious challenge to this effort. 
 
In this context, all FINA events for the upcoming months have either been moved to a more 
appropriate date or cancelled. This is obviously quite frustrating, but the health and safety 
of our athletes must always come first.  
 
I take this opportunity to sincerely thank the FINA organisers and respective National 
Federations in the five continents for their professionalism, understanding and motivation. 
In a situation of emergency, FINA worked once more as a family, in a spirit of unity and 
solidarity.  
 
At Olympic level, the IOC, together with the Tokyo 2020 organisers, had no choice but to 
postpone the 2020 Games to 2021. They will take place in the same timeframe, i.e. from 
July 23 to August 8, 2021. FINA naturally supported this decision, as it brings some clarity 
in the dark times we are living, and it allows for a more efficient re-schedule of FINA and 
Olympic qualification events. 
 
This decision to postpone the Olympic Games also brought a significant impact on the 
organisation of our 2021 FINA World Championships, initially scheduled to take place from 
July 16-August 1, 2021. As a consequence, FINA immediately started consulting all 
interested parties in order to have their feedback on an alternative date for our showcase. 
We hope to reach an outcome on this matter soon.   
 
I am sure that whatever decision is made, Fukuoka will host an excellent edition of the 
FINA World Championships, bringing the joy of sport to our lives again! 
 
Moreover, and from the first weeks of the crisis, FINA has created a special Taskforce to 
deal with the COVID-19 outbreak. Its main role is to advise on all measures that the FINA 
Family should observe regarding health and protection.  
 



  
 

 
All these decisions are obviously not easy to resolve, but are imposed on FINA by the 
extraordinary conditions of the pandemic. Cancelling or postponing top-level events is of 
course a major challenge, but we can count on the support of the entire FINA Family in this 
endeavour.  
 
The contribution of the FINA Technical Committees has also been remarkable. They are 
working very hard on making sure that FINA events can be organised on the best possible 
available dates. This also applies to the Olympic qualification events in our aquatic 
disciplines. On this particular topic, we have just received from the IOC the revised timeline 
regarding the selection procedure for the rescheduled Games in 2021 – the qualification 
period will end on June 29, 2021, while the final deadline for entries is July 5, 2021. 
 
Slowly, but surely, we are moving ahead. As people of sport, we know what effort and 
perseverance mean. We need to be optimistic. We will all reverse the situation. Our pools 
will once more be full of swimmers, water polo players and divers, and we will soon be able 
to stage great Aquatic events! 
 
Until then, thank you, good health and a lot of determination to all our athletes, coaches, 
officials and administrators.  
 

Warmest regards, 

 

 

 

Dr. Julio C. Maglione 

FINA President 
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